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An interefting Account of the Countefs de St. Balmont, 
an extraordinary French Lady, in the laft Century. 


[From Anecdotes of diftinguifhed Perfons, Vol. III.] 


ie was in the year 1638, fays Abbé Arnauld, in his very 


amufing memoirs, that 1 had the honour to become ac- 


mont, whofe life was a prodigy of *courage and of virtue, 
uniting in her perfon all the valour of a determined foldier, 
and all the modefty of a truly Chriftian woman. She was of 
avery good family in Lorraine, and was born with a difpofition 
worthy of her Birth. 

The beauty of her face correfponded to that of her mind, 
but her fhape by no means agreed with it, being {mall and 
rather clumfy. Providence, who had deftined her for a life 
more laborious than that which females in general lead, had 
formed her more robuft and more able to bear bodily fatigue. 
It had infpired her with fo great a contempt for beauty, that 
when fhe had the finallpox fhe was as pleafed to be~narked 
with it as other women are afflicted on a fimilar occafion, and 
faid, that it would enable her to be more likea man. She was 
married to the Count de St. Balmont, who was not inferior to 
her either in birth or in merit. 

_ They lived together very happily till the troubles that arofe 
’ in Lorraine obliged them to feparate. The Count was con- 

ftantly employed by the Duke his Sovereign ina manner fuita- 

ble to his rank and difpofition, except when he once gave him 
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the command of a poor feeble fortrefs, in which he had the 
aflurance to refift the arms of Louis XIV. for feveral days to- 
gether, at the rifque of being treated with the extremeft feve- 
rity of military law, which denounces the moft infamous and 
degrading punifhment againft all thofe officers who hold out 
without any profpcct of fuccefs. M. de St. Balmont went 
indeed farther, and added infolence to rafhndls ; for at every 
fhot of cannon that was fired at the fortrefS, he appeared at 
the windows, attended by fome fidlers, who played by his fide. 
This-madnefs (for one cannot call it by a more gentle name) 
had nearly coft him dear; for when he was taken prifoner it 
was agitated in the council of war, compofed of the officers 
whom he had treated with this infolence, whether he fhould 
not be hung up immediately ; but regard was paid to his birth, 
and perhaps to his courage, however indifcreet. Madame de 
St. Balmont rehained upon.his eftates to take care of them, 
Hitherto fhe had only exerted her foldier-like difpofition in 
hunting and fhooting) which isa kind of war) but very foon 
an opportunity prefented itfelf of realizing it, and it was this: 
An officer in our cavalry had taken up his quarters upon one 
of her bufband’s eftates, and was living there at difcretion, 
Madamerde St. Balmont fent him a very civil letter of com- 
plaist omhis ill behaviour, which he treated with great con- 
tempt. Piqued at this, fhe was refolved that he fhould give 
her fatisfation, and merely confulting her refentment, the 
wrote tohim a note figned, Le Chevalier de St. Balmont. In 
this note fhe obferved to him that the ungentleman-like man- 
ner in which he had behaved to his fifter-in-law, obliged him 
to refent it, and that lie would give him with his {word that 
fatisfaction which his letter had retufed. The officer accepted 
the challenge, and repaired tothe place apppointed. Madame 


je St. Balmont met him drefied in men’s clothes. They ime , 


mediately drew their {words, and our heroine had the advan- 
tage of him 3 when, after having difarmed him, fhe faid, with 
a very gracious {mile, you thought, Sir, | make no doubt, that 
you were ‘fighting with Le Chevalier de St. Balmont; itis, 
however, Madame de St. Balmont of that name who returns 
you your {word, and begs youjn future to pay more regard to 

I 


t 


the requefis of the ladies. She then left him, covered with 


we 
abiented himieif, and no one evcr faw him afterward. 


Bur be that as it may, this ingident ferving merely to inflame 


fhame and tonfufion ; and, as’ the {tury goes, he immediately 
‘ 
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the courage of the :nger, fhe did not reft fatished 


wih merely preierving her eftates, by repelling force by torce, 


but 
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but fhe afforded protection to many of the gentlemen in her 
neighbourhood, who made no fcruple to take refuge in her 
village, and to put themfelves under her orders when fhe took 
the field, which fhe always did with fuccefs, her defigns being 
executed with a prudence equal toher courage. I have often, 
faysthe Abbé, been in company with this extraordinary perfo- 
nage at the houfe of Madame de Feuquicres, wife to the ce- 
lebrated Marfhal of that name, at Verdun; and it was quite 
ridiculous to fee how embarrafled fhe appeared in her female 
drefs, 2nd (after the had quitted it in the town) with what eafe 
and {pirit fhe got on horfeback, and attended the ladies that 
were of her party, and whom fhe had left in her carriage, in 
their little excurfions into the country. 

The manner of living, however, of Madame de St. Bal- 
mont, fo far removed from that of her fex, and which in all 
other females who have attempted it, has ever been found 
united with libertinifm of manners, was in her accompanied 
with nothing that bore the leaft refemblanceto it. When fhe 
was at home in time of peace, her whole day was employed 
in the offices of religion; in prayers, in reading the Bible and 
books of devotion, in vifiting the poor of her parifh, whom 
the was ever affifting with the moft ative zeal of charity. 
This manner of living procured her the admiration and efteem 
of perfons of all defcriptions in her neighbourhood, and in- 
fured her a degree of refpect that could not have been greater 
toward a Queen. 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
Sittings after Michaelmas Term 
TuRNER v. HARRIS. 


HIS was an aétion torccover from the defendant, the fum 
of 301, for board, lodging, and wafhing, found by the 
plaintiff, for the ufe of the defendant’s wife. 

Several witneiles were called on the part of the plaintiff, 
who ftated, that the defendant’s wife came to lodge in the 
houfe of the former, in the month of Auguft,1794, and that 
during the term of twelve months the plaintiff provided her 
with fufficient board and other neceflaries. On crofs-examie 
nation, the witnefles faid they had feen Mrs, Harris in the 

N 2 plaintiff's 









































84 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


plaintiff's bed-room, but did not know that they had ever cos 
habited together as man and wife. 

On the part of the defendant, three witnefles were called, 

who proved that Mrs, Harris had eloped from her hufband’s 
houfe without any reafonable caufe, and that the plaintiff knew 
of her elopement at the time he received her into his houfe, 
* The Judge obferved, that if amartied woman cloped from 
her hufband, or refufed to cohabit with him, and this was 
known to the perfon who gave her credit, the hufband was _not 
liable to pay any debt fhe might contract, 

The Jury found a verdict for the defendant. 





New Seffions Houfe, Clerkenwell. 


On Friday, January 15, 1796, cameon a caufe of general 
importance to all Diflenting congregations throughout the 
kingdom. 

The Proteftant Diffenting chapel at Kenfington had ‘been 
rated to the poor by the overfeers of that parith. The truf- 
tees of that chapel at firft paid the tax, but afterwards objected, 
and appealed to the parochial veitry meeting, when the rate was 
confirmed, and ordered to be levied by the Juftices prefent. 
From this decifion, the truftees of the chapel appealed to the 
former quarter feffions, but by motion of the Counfel for the 
parifh, the appeal was adjourned over to the following quarter 
feffions, which was held on Friday. Mefirs. Sylvetter and 
Knowles were Counfel for the appellants, and Mefirs. Fielding 
and Conft for the refpondents. The refpondents’ Couniel 
argued that wherever an erection took place, and covered a 
piece of land, as an object of value, it became taxable. to the 
fupport of the poor of that parifh in which it was fituated; 
and that the truftees had an intereft and profit in, and were to 
beconfidered as proprietors and occupiers of this building, and 
as fuch were liable to be taxed. 

_. The Counfel for the appellants argued, that the_ truftees 
were merely nominally fuch, on behalf of the fubfcribers to 
the building of the chapel; thatthey had no peculiar intereft 
in, nor derived aay benefit or profit therefrom; what the con- 
gregation who attended paid, was by voluntary fub{cription, the 
whole of which went to the fupport of the officiating clergy: 
man, and the neceflary expences attending the maintenance of 
public worfbip. Evidence was adduced in proof of thefe facts, 
and the truftees offeredto come forward and {wear that they 
never 
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never had received, and that they never would receive, the 
{malleft reimburfement for the expences they had been at from 
the annual fubfcriptions, which were folely appropriatedto the 
fupport of public worfhip. : 

The Chairman, Mr. Mainwaring, remarked, that Mr. Field- 
ing’s pofition could not be admitted in the broad way he had 
{tated it; for that many charitable foundations and churches, 
&c. were not liable to taxation; the truftees or governors of 
St. Luke’s, &c. were nor taxable, although it was cuftomary 
for the nurfes to receive a fee on the admiffion of every patient ; 
nor were churches liable to be taxed, although the ieCturer 
derived a benefit from the voluntary fubfcriptions of his 
hearers. 

The Juftices determined againft the parifh, and in favour of 
the truftees of the chapel. 

A fimilar decifion took place Jaft year at Guildhall, on an 
appeal of the truftees of the Mceting-houfe, in Hare-court, 
Alderfgate, againft the demand for rates by the officers of that 
parifh. 


Interefling Particulars of the Perfon, Charaéter, and 
Peculiarities of the celebrated Linnaeus. 


[From Dr. Stoever’s Life of Sir Charles Linnzus, tranflated frow 
the Original German, by Jofeph Trapp, A. M.] 


HE ftature of Linnzus was alittle below the common 

fize, though neither lufty norlean, yet the ftructure of 

his frame was ftrong and folid. He rather ftooped a little 
when walking, and had contracted this habit from the frequent 
examination of plants, and from his conftant {earch after vege~ 
table or other natural productions, From his infancy his veins 
had much {welled with blood. His head was large, fomewhat 
elevated backward, and a traverfe_ line feparated the fore part 
from the hind. His eyes were brown and fiery, his fight was 
very fharp, and his car extremely quick in catching every 
found, except mufic. [It is rather fingular, that the man, who 
was all alive to joy and focial harmony, fhould have felt an an- 
tipathy, as it were, for that art which belt exprefles thofe affec- 
tions, and has moftly been the delight of great men. Even 
the grave and ferious Boerhaave found his chief comfort and 
recreationin mufic. Another circumftance to be noticed as a 
peculiarity in Linnzeus was, that his memory fo excellent and 
uncommonly vigorous in his youth and in the flower of his age, 
—that 
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—that memory which incompafled whatever was remarkable 
in nature, became at laft as weak as it formerly bad been ftrong, 
and beganalready to fall off very confiderably after he had 
completed his fiftieth year. To the too violent exertion and 
overburdening of his memory, its early decay ought, therefore, 
to be attributed. 

His memory, like all his talents and endowments, was, in 
point of fcience, folely devoted to natural hiftory. He loved the 
Belles Lettres, and even when old age had chilled the brilliancy 
of his imagination, would frequently read Ovid and Virgil, 
and rehearfe, with eafe and pleafure, feveral paflages from the 
works of thofe poets. He was not fond of what is properly 
called the philology of words. While at college, he had 
already but too much evinced his averfion to the learning of 
Janguages. In the foreign countries which he had vifited, in 
England, Holland, and France, the Latin language became 
mottly his aid in his intercourfe, which was almoft entirely 
confined to the learned, In this language, with the affiftance 
of the Greek, of which he,had a competent knowledge for 
his profeffion, he exprefled himfelf in defcribing objects of 
natural hiftory, with eafe, fluency, mafterly concifenets, per- 
ipicuity, and precifion. Simplicity, the predominant feature 
of his whole character, was allo remarkable in the language of 
his fcience, which derived from him fo many reforms and per- 
fe&tions. The didtion of a technical man could not furely be 
thatof a Cicero, The objectof which he complained, ap- 
peared more important to him thanthe vefture which he threw 
aboutit. His defcriptions and his letters pleafe, though one 
ought not to fearch for elegance of Latinity in them. Owing 
tothe quicknefs with which he wrote, he would fometimes 
commit errors even againft the grammatical accuracy of the 
vernacular tongue of the Romans, and fome of his letters will 





furnith ample proof of the truth of thisaffertion. ‘The great- 


nefs of Linnzus becomes an inducement even to mention the 
moft trifling particulars. He frequently ufed to fay to his 
friends :—** I would rather have three flaps from Prifcian than 
one from naturee—dalo tres alapas a Prifciana quam unam 4 
zatura.” 

When he was chofen member of the French Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciencesat Paris in 1763, he compofed his letter of 
thanks to that learned body in Swedifh, and had it tranflated 
into Latin by his friend the late Swedith librarian Frondin. 
In other refpects, it cannot be denied, that a more exteniive 
knowledge of languages, efpecially of the modera ones, would 

9 have 
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have proved highly ufeful to Linnzus. The complaints of his 
not having profited with utility by the works of foreigners, 
would then have been lefs numerous, if not entirely removed. 
He was tolerably well veried in the German, but fpoke it very 
rarely. ‘I had however the pleafure,” fays the celebrated bo= 
tanift Ehrhard, * at Hanover, of his once converfing with me 
in German, for a whole afternoon in the fpring of 1773.” 
His activity was as great, as his thirft for truth, and for the 
more profound and more extenfive knowledge of his {cience, 
wasunquenchable. The ftriéteft order, the moft punctual re- 
gularity diftinguifhed all his ations. In fummer he ufually 
flept five hours, from ten at night till three o’clock in the more 
ning; in winter his reft lafted nine hours, namely, from nine in 
the evening till fix in the morning. He proportioned the 
length and duration of his fleep tothe feafon of the year; and 
the time for ftudy and occupation he always limited by the 
natural flow of his fpirits. Whenever he felt himfelf fatigued 
he laid by his work ; at night he ufed to be very fond of good 
company, difplayed much mirth and jollity, joked, and would 
often fet whole circles in a roar, in which he moft heartily joined 
thenr. Owing to his fanguine temper he became very fulcep- 
tible to tranfitions from joy to fadnefs, and from thefe to anger. 


‘His heart was downright probity itfelf, and from his lips ftream- 


ed candoar, truth and virtue. Faithful and affectionate to 
his friends, he never even retaliated upon his enemies their 
malice and enmity ; he was not apt to torget an offence eafily, 
and ufed to fay : * I willnot fuffer myfelf to be deceived a 
fecond time.’’ All the concerns of houlc-keeping and do- 
meftic economy he entrufted to the care of his efpoufe, who 
ruled the family. He was a true and tender hufband, and his 
fondnefs as a father was not lefs remarkable than his other good 
qualifications, 

His manfion was neat and filled with handfome furniture: 
He never difliked feafting his friends; but the poverty which 
bad once opprefled him in his youth, would not permit him to 
be lavifh of expence. Inall that related to his fcience, to 
natural curiofities, books, correfpondence; or if he faw a 
perfon that really needed relic’, for inftance, a widowed mother 
with infant orphans, nothing could then reftrain his liberality 
and beneficence. The excellent collections of literary and 
natural treafures which he left behind him, prove what con- 
fiderable expence he was at, as a literatus and a friend of nature. 
We will illuftrate this affertion by the following, compara- 
tively {pe king, diminutive inftance : In 1764, he wrote thus 

to 
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to the celebrated Auftrian naturalift J. A. Scopoli, who was at 
that timea phyfician at Iftria in Carinthia, and became after- 
ward profefior of chymiftry and botany at Pavia, where he ter- 
minated his meritorious life, May 3, 1788: * After many 
vain endeavours, I have at laft received your defcription of the 
Carinthian infe@ts from Holland. The poftage alone ftands 
me in about three ducats, but I do not grudge the expence, 


That work has afforded memore pleafure than an hundred’ 


ducats would have done. Iam aftonifhed at your boundlefs 
ioduftry in collecting, clafling, and defcribing your work, 
None but him who had a fhare in fuch labour can form himfelf 
an adequate idea of it.” 

To the poor and even to the rich, foreign ftuJents, who ree 
fided at Upfal entirely on his account, he left the whole of the 
perquifites, which they muft otherwife have paid him for his 
lectures. ‘To the former he remitted that money from pure 
motives of beneficence, and from the latter he would not re- 
ceive it, that he might convince them how nobly proud he was 
of his {cience. Befide the teftimony which profeflor Fabricius 
gives inthis particular with regard to Zoega and himfelf, we 
will communicate here the following farther illuftrations of the 
generofity of Linnzus. 

When Dr. Giefeke took hisleave of our luminary inau- 
tumn of 1771, he prefented tohim a Swedifh bank note as an 
acknowledgement for the pains he had taken to inftruct him, 
but heabfolutely declined acceptance. After reiterated ine 
treaties he afked Giefeke: Pray, tell me candidly, are you 
rich, and can you afford it—can you well {pare this money on 
your return to Germany [—If you can, give the bank note to 
my wife. But fhould you be poor, fo help me God, I would not 
take a fingle farthing from you.” 

“ Tothe praife of Linnaus I muft farther own,” fays Mr. 
Ehrhard, the celebrated botanift at Hanever,—* that notwith- 
ftanding his perfimony, he neither did nor would accepta 
fingle penny as an honorary for the le€tures which he gave 
me.”— You arca Swifs,” faid he once to me, * and the 
only Swifs that vifits me. I fhall take no money of you, but 
teel a pleafure in telling you all | know gratis ” 

Notwithttanding thofe liberal fentiments, gold, the nobleftof 
metals, did not a little recreate his fight, and infpire him with 
fondnefs. ‘ And why,” fays Dean Beck, ‘ fhould gold act 
have been amafled by him, who boarded up al! that was precious 
or beautiful inthe lap of nature.” > 


(To be continued.) 
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Obfervations on the Difmemberment of Poland, and the 
Politics of the Court of Peterfburgh. 


[Extracted from the Courier Univerfal of the 30th December.] 


*T"“HOSE, who would confider the partition of Poland as 

the fole criminal refult of the ambitious fentiments and 
views of Catherine, are miftaken—The ruin or conqueft of 
that unfortunate country has been, for the laft two centuries 
paft, the conftant aim of all the Ruffian Czars ; or rather they 
intended to effeét the one, in order more eafily to compas the 
other. But this conqueft or partition of Poland forms merely 
apart of a greater plan, not only of Catherine, bat alfo that of 
the Czars before her. Fora long time paft, ithas been a fae 
vourite project of the Court of Peterfburgh, to take from the 
Turks Conitantinople, as well as a part, if. not the. whole of 
their European dominions ; to approach Germany; and alfo 
toinvade, or at leaft reduce, Sweden to a ftate of uttcr infig- 
infcance. It isnot yet forgotten how painful it was for Ca- 
therine, at the time of the firft war againft the Porte, to re« 
ftore Moldaviaand Wallachia, the poff-fion of which couns 
tries would have enabled her to take the Auftrian dominions in 
thereat. The Houfe of Auftria, by joining Catherine, with 
a view o! obtaining a part of the {poils of the Turks, has only 
removed to a further diftance the commencement of hoftilities 
with the Ruffians. The influence, which before the Revolu- 
tion of 1772, Ruffia enjoyed in Sweden, by means of the 
faction of the Caps, is as well known as the nullity of the 
Royal power at that time. Nor is itlefs certain, that fince 
the Revolution of 1772, feveral projects have been on the tapis 
at Peterfburgh, concerning that country, one of which con- 
fitted in replacing Sweden in the fame fituation wherein fhe 
was at the death of Adolphus Frederick, in 1771, or to trans 
form her-intoa Republick, under the protection of Ruffia; 
and another tended to convert the fame into a province of 
that vaftempire. The alternative of thefe projects has been 
more than once propofed, 

But that part of this plan which lies neareft tothe heart of 
Catherine, concerns the invafion of the dominions of the 
Turks in Europe, and this fhe is now onthe point of carrying 
into effect = By two fortunate ways fhe had already paved the 
Way to the execution of this project, and there remains not the 
lealt doubt, that the is now preparing new blows to be ftruck, 
Valt magazines have been eftablifhed in her new dominions 
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in Poland, on the confines of Turkey; 150,000 Ruffians 
are afleinbled on the borders of that empire; cight fhips of 
the line and 17 large frigates, able to cope with any Turkith 
men of war; 75 tran{p yorts, able ta co anvey 700 men each ; 162 
others of a fmaller ize; a great number of gallies lately ree 
fitted, and feveral other veficls on the ftecks, the conftruction 
of which is carried on with the utmolt difpasch, to form the 
maritime force of Ruffiain the Black Sea. ‘The animated 


difputes, which have lately taken place between the agents of 


Catherine, 2 and the Reis: Effendi, and the demand of feveral 
ports in the Archipelago, made by Ruffia for no other motive 
but to. get arefufal, together with fevera] other circumftances, 
clearly evince that the “Ruffian Cabinet only waits an opportu 
nity of breaking forth; and the new ufurper of Perfia has 
already, at its inftigation, i in order to afford a diverfion, attacked 
thofe ‘Turkifh provinces, which are the mott convenient for 


Ruffia. 


ACCOUNT of the CAPE of GOOD HOPE, 


G ters Cape of Good Hope, the extremity of Africa, and 
the key of the Indian Ocean, was firft difcovered by 
the Portuguele in the year 1487. 

It has fince been the property of feveral European nations. 
The country is divided into two parts, extending about 300 
miles from caft to weft, and 400 from north to fouth. Great 
part of the latter is inhabited by the Hottentots, 

On approaching the Cape of Good Hope three remarkable 
mountains are vilible at a confiderable diftance: Thele are 
the Table Hill, the Lion’s Hill, and the Devil’s Hill, which 
may be {een at fea at the diftance of 40 or 50 miles. 

‘The greateft part of the country about the Cape is full of 
rocks and mountains, which, long atter the difcovery of this 
country being only viewed at a diftance, were thought to be 
barren 5 but their fpacious tops are covered with rich patture, 
every where enamciicd with a variety of flowers of uncom 
mon beauty and fragrance, and abound with delicious fprings 
flowing in many itreams into the vallies, The fkirts of the 
mountains are intcriperfed with groves that aiftord excellent 
woo'l for the joiners and turnerse The plains and vallies ail 
confit of delightful meadow lauds, where nature appears with 
fuch a proiuiion of beauties as to charm the eye of the be- 
holders, 
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holders, and are adorned with the fineft trees, plants, and 
flowers, that fill the air with the {wecteft odours. 

The foil is fo amazingly rich as to be capable of every kind 
of culture ; it bears almoft all forts of grain, and every kind 
of fruit trees. : 

The country alfo abounds with falt, and with hot baths of 
mineral waters, that have been found falutary in many difeafes, 

Peaches grew fo plentifully at the Cape, that in fome feafons 
the Europeans there have more than they can well confume, 
and therefore throw many of them to the hogs; however fome 
people preferve them for winter. 

Vines were tranfplanted to the Cape from the Rhine, fron 
Perfia, and many other countries ; and are {fo vaftly increafed, 
and yield fo plentifully, that the Cape Europeans have move 
wine than they can drink, and fell a great deal tothe fhips 
who touch there. 

« There is no other foil in the world,” fays Mr. Kolben, 
“ that has for all forts of vegetables fo cherifhing a befom; 
norany climate fo benigmtothem, All the fplendours of the 
vegetable world fhine out at the Cape. ‘The hills and dales 
are covered with its moft radiant beauties, and the air is ene 
riched with its nobleft odours.” 

The kitchen gardens at the Cape in many refpects, refemble 
thofe of Europe; and there is nota houfe or cottage in.all the 
colonies without one. ‘They are fupplied with feeds from 
Europe; but though they produce moft of our herbs and 
roots in perfection, it is remarkable that the feeds of the third 
produce of the European herbs degenerate in the Cape 
kitchen gardens, fo as not to be werth fowing ; the colonies 
therefore ftill continue to be fupplied with feeds from Europe. 

The head of the white or blue Cape cabbage weighs at its 
full growth from 30 to 40 pounds, as does alfo the head of 
the Cape cauliflower, the feed of which is brought from Cy- 
prus and Savoy, and all are as {weet and ferviceable as in their 
native foil. 

Potatoes are brought to the Cape from the Indies, and are 
there of two forts, white and red. They are in gencral 
thaped like turnips; but are much larger, a Cape potatoe 
weighing from fix to ten pounds; four of them will afford a 
meal for above twenty perfons, and they are extremely well 
talted, very wholefome and nourifhing. From thefe potatoes 
there run ftrings or branches three or four ells in length 5 
thefe are cut off clofe, and in Auguft or September are planted 
about half a foot deep, being wound up likea ring. 

O 2 The 
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The Afian and Eurcpean trees all need lefs culture at the 
Cape than in their native foil, The fruit or feeds put into 
the ground foon take root ; fo that if an almond in its hard 
fhell be fet in the Cape foil, in fix weeks time it fends forth a 
fine infant tree ; and if it be tranfplanted a year or two after, 
it quickly arrives at perfection ; fo if a young branch of al- 
moft any tree. be fet pretty deep in the earth, it {peedily takes 
root. 

The pafture grounds about the Cape are covered with an 
aftonifhing number of great and {mall cattle, and they are no 
where in the world either fo numerous or focheap. “The Hote 
tentots fell many of them annually to the Europeans for 
brandy, tobacco, or fome incenfiderable trinkets; and when 
Mr. Kolben was there, a pound of tobacco would purchafe 
a good fat ox, and half a pound a fat fheep. 

The colonies at the Cape abound with great and fmall cat- 
tle, as do all the Hottentot countries. ‘The Cape cows, like 
the cows of Europe, bear every year a calf; but they will 
feldom fuffer themfelves to be milked till their calves have 
fucked.a-while; after which they yield milk to the hand very 
liberally. If their calves die, the only method of obtaining 
milk in the colonies is wrapping the {kin of the dead calf about 
a living one, and applying this counterfeit to the teats; this 
cheat is generally very fuccelsful: For the cows, taking the 
counterfeits for their own calves, yield their milk very plen- 
tifully. But many of the cows in the colonies, efpecially the 
young ones, are fo wild and mifchievous, that it is dangerous 
to approach them till they are tied fhort by the horns, and 
their legs are alfo tied together, The Cape oxen generally 
weigh from 500 pounds to 600 pounds weight, and lome a 
great deal more, 

The Cape mutton is extremely good and well tafted, and 
the fheep have the great tails fo often mentioned, which turnith 
the Europeans at the Cape with a joke which they are fond 
of pafling upon itrangers at their tables: “ You have no 
appetite (fay they,) you are not able to manage a theep’s tail.” 

When a piece of uncultivated land is la:d out for a corne 
field, vineyard, or garden, it is firit ploughed up and cleared 
of all the weeds, and every thing which it is imagined will 
prove detrimental to the intended Jg¢ds or plants. 

The ploughs ufed by the Luropeans at the Cape are fure 
nifhed with two wheels of unequal diameter; that towards 
the furrow being confiderably larger than that on the fide toe 
wards the ridge; the ploughthare is divided into two, ong 
fide 
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fide being confiderably outward, the other pointing ftraight 
forward, and the coulter is ftraight. 

They plough only with oxen, and, though they are prodi- 
gioully large, often put five pair to one plough, and fometimes 
more ; becaufe the foil, being generally flat and heavy, the 
plough does not eafily pafs through it. Indeed in the dry fea- 
jon the ground frequently becomes fo hard, that twelve oxen 
are not fufficient to pafs a plough through it; and in the 
rainy feafon it becomes, in many places, fo light and foft, that 
an ox finks uptothe belly. This bufinefs is therefore princie 
pally performed in the months of June and July, which are 
their winter months. 

Corn is not fown fo thick at the Cape as in Europe; for 
if it was the grain would be choaked up, the ears would be 
fmall, and the crop be neither fo plentiful or valuable as it 
proves upon being fowed more thinly. One bufhel of wheat 
fown at the Cape yields from 30 to 40 bufhels; one of barley 
from 50 to 60, and fometimes 70; one of peafe and beans 
from 20 to 253 but peafe and beans fuffer fo much from the 
caterpillars and locufts, that fometimes what is reaped is hardly 
juficient for the next year’s feed. 

When the corn is trodden out they winnow it, and pafs it 
through a machine that pertorms the bufinefs of a fieve, and 
clears the corn of all fand, and other dirt, too heavy to be 
carried off by the wind. 

In Augutt, when the fpring commences, the Cape vines 
are pruned, and in September the leaves appear. ‘The grapes 
ripen from the beginning of December to the end of Fe- 
bruary, which is the heat of fummer and the vintage con- 
tinues from the end of February till the end of Marci. 

The Cape wines are extremely rich; and, by being kept 
two years, allume the tafte of fack ; and Cape wine, that has 
been kept till years old, {parkles iike old hock, and is as racy 
as the fineft Canary. 

The cattle is a very ftrong and noble edifice, of great extent, 
provided with all manner of accommodations for the garrifon, 
which confifis of about 2000 foldiers. It covers the harbour, 
Is an adinirable defence towards the country, and is in ihort, 
an excellent fortrels, he fuperior officers of the Company 
have here very {pacious and beautiful lodzings, and within are 
the Company’s ftore-houfes, which are large and commodious. 

The Company’s garden truly enjoys a fine air, and furnifhes 
the hofpital with roots and herbs. This hofpital fronts the 
church, and is a very landiome regular ftructure. 
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The above garden is, perhaps, the moft extraordinary in the 
world ; it containing, as hath been already intimated, almoft al} 
the rich fruits, beautiful flowers, and waluable plants that are 
produced in Afia, Africa, and America. Nature has indeed 
little or nothing to fet her off there befides her own charms, 
and the hand of the gardener ; but thus adorned, the is fuf- 
ficiently lovely. Thoufands of various flowers ftrike the eye 
atonce, vying with each other for fuperior beauty. Here and 
there are fine groves of trees of a vaft variety of kinds un- 
known in Europe, beautiful fummer -houfes, and fhady walks, 
The garden is very {pacious, and from moft parts of it thereis 
a del light! ful view of the country. 

There are alfo many large and beautiful gardens about the 
town, which belong to the inhabitants 3 thefe,as well as that 
belonging to the Company, are kept in very fine order. It is 
very delightful to vifit them, and they form a lovely appearance 
in feveral views of the town; while the millions of flowers in 
them ail! fill the air with the moft delicious perfumes. 

We fhali conclude with the charaéter given of this fine 
fettiement by the ingenious author of Lord Anfon’s Voyage 
round the World, which may ferve both as a fummary and cone 
firmation of what has been already faid of that delightful 
country. 

* The Capeof Good Hope (fays he) is fituated in a tem+ 
perate climate, where the excefles of heat and cold are rarely 
known ; andthe Dutch inhabitants, who are numerous, and 
who here indeed retain their native induftry, have ftocked it 
with prodigious plenty of all forts of fruits and provifions, 
mofl of which, either from the equality of the {cafons, or the 
peculiarity of the foil, are more delicious in their kind than can 
be met with elfewhere, fo that by thefe, and by the excellent 
water which abounds there, this fettlement is the beft provided 
of any in the known world, for the re'reihment of failors after 
long voyages; and, by its extraordiniry accommodations, the 
healthinefs of its air, and the picturefque appearance of the 
country, the whole enlivened by the addition of a civilized 
colony, was not difgraced on a comparifon with the vallies of 
Juan Fernandes, and the lawns ‘of Tinian.” 


An ANECDOTE. 


A Man who was lately examined before the Worfhipful 
Juftice B 





» being proved guilty of fome petty crime, 
6 was 














E 


ce 
fall 
wa 
enc 
pol 
the 
I 
fror 
whe 
fuec 
Ido 
adr: 
ford 
I w: 
take 
them 
rathe 
ward 
belie 
fled ; 
char; 
I wa 
SA 
in or 
As 
felf ¢ 
attent 
who 
proac 
and d 








) the 
t all 
are 
Jeed 
rms, 
fufs 
eye 
> and 
un- 
alks. 
re is 


- the 
that 
It is 
ance 
rs in 


fine 
age 
cone 
rhtful 


teme 
rarely 
) and 
ed it 
fionsy 
yr the 
nm can 
ellent 
wided 
y after 
$, the 
of the 
ihized 
ies of 


fhipful 
crime, 
was 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 95 


was told that, if he chofe to ferve the King, his punifhment 
fhould be difpenfed with, afked the Magiitrate—“ In what 
way f?—_¢ Why: Pray,” replied his Worthip, © what 
countryman are you?”—*¢ Jrifh, an’ pleafe your Honour,” 
«“ Have youever been at fea ?”—** Have I ever been at 
fea !—Why: Does your Worfhip’s Worfhip think I was 
trundied over from my own country in a wheel-barrow ?” 








2 


Drouet, the French Deputy’s Account of the Treatment 
he met with when made Prifoner by the Germans. 


AVING been appointed, on the 14th of September, 
H 1793, Commiffioner to the Army of the North, I pros 
ceeded to the camp before Maubcuge. Le Quefnoy had jutt 
fallen into the pofleflion of the enemy. A council of war 
washeld. On the 1ft of O&ober I refolved to penetrate the 
enemy’s ranks at the head of 100 brave fellows, for the pur- 
pole of going to Paris to folicit fuch faccours as might oblige 
the Auftrians to raife the blockade of Maubeuge. 

I fet out onthe 2d, at eleven at night; I fuftained the firing 
from a camp of infantry, and was thrown near a large ditch, 
where I was left with about 20 dragoons; the remainder pur- 
fued their journey. Alone, in the midit. of foes, what could 
Ido? I refolved toturn towards Mons. I had got up behind 
adragoon, who perceiving my defign, told me that he knew a 
ford towards the Sambre, which I might pafs without danger. 
I was filly enough to follow his advice. We were foon overs 
taken by a corps of huflars: As foon as the dragoon faw 
them, he talked of furrendering. ¢* Coward !’? faid 1, * I will 
rather pierce through the enemy.” [immediately darted fore 
ward, exclaiming “© Dragoons, follow me!” The huflars, 
believing really that I had a detachment under my command, 
fied at firlt; but being foon convinced of their miftake, they 
charged us with impetuofity. I was thrown almott lifelefs ; 
1 was made prifoner. “ Who are you?” they afked me. 
“ A French officer.” * Let him be conducted to the poit 
in order to have his wounds drefled.” 

As foon as I arrived at the head-quarters, I declared my- 
felf tobe a Reprefentative of the Pecple. I was treated with 

t 


attention; bu 


as foon as it was known that I was Drouet, 
who had itopped Capet at Varennes, 1 was loaded with re- 
proaches, undrefled to the fkin, fettered, placed on a waggon, 
and drawn a {pectacle through the whole army. 


J had 
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I had not broke bread for 48 hours. I afked for fome, 
€ Go on, rafeal!”? was the reply. All forts of infults were 
offered to the French in my prefence. “ They are rafcals,” 
faid they, “ whofulfil none of their engagements ;”” and they 
cited as an example the fending of the garrifon of Mentz into 
La Vendee, which garrifon had promifed not to take up arms 
during the war, 6 We did not think,” I replied, “that the 
Emperor was bafe enough to coalefce with rebels.” ** Learn” 
rejoined an officer, “ to {peak with more refpect of crowacd 
heads ; it is only fuch brigands as you who coaleice.”” 

He immediately flew at my throat, gave me a blow in the 
ftomach, and fpit in my face, adding—* We have got you, 
you are going to pay the penalty of your crimes, there Is no 
punifhment cruc] enough for you.”— You infult me,” I faid, 
“ becaule | am defencelefs ; butif I had af{word, | would foon 
make you lower your tone.”’ | mutt fay however, to the glory 
of the German nation, that I did not always meet with fuch 
brutes. Some have fhed tears over me, and have poured the 
balm of confolationinto my wounds. 

i was fentto Bruffels, whence, after being interrogated, I was 
transferred to the dunzeons of Luxemburgh. I remained five 
whole months upon ttraw, without being permitted to fhave 
myfelf, or to cut my nails, Before the French got pofleiiion 
of that place, I was removed to Spitzberg, in Moravia. 
Twenty-four men were my guards, I formed the defign of 
efcaping from my prifon. After two months labour, t got 
out of prifon by the affiftance of curtain rods; but in order 
to efcape, it was neceflary to defcend 300 feet. 

Neceffity is the mother of induftry. I conftructed, with 
my clothes, curtains, and ftogkings,a kind of zrial mac! 


which I grafped very tight, in order to break my fall, My 
detign was to gain the L)anube, and to go to Conitantinopie. 
The frighted fentincls few to the guard, and I bruifed my 
Jeft ioot as I fell at the foot of the fort; I could not get up; 
but, as it was night, I was not difcovered til] the next day; 
when { was re-conduted into the fort, where 1 kept my bed 
for three months. 

On the 3d of November, 1795, I was removed to Brifgay, 
not knowmg that Quinette and Lamarch were there alin 
I cid not know it till 1 was arrived at Baile, where 1 was exe 
changed.” 

[ | his account was given to ‘the French Council of Five 
Huadred, and received with great appiaute. ] 
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An ANECDOTE, 


Blind man, it is faid in fome late Paris papers, was ad- 
dreffed by a ftranger on the Pont Royal, who put into his 
hands the key of his chambers, a fnuff-box of fhell, oraa- 
mented with filver, and a knife. I bequeath to you,” faid 
the ftranget, “ all that I poffefs.” He plunged into the river, 
and was drowned. The guard arrived, and the blind man was 
arrelted. ‘The property of the fuicide was taken into the 
hands of a Juftice of the Peace; and a court of law is to in- 
veltigate the validity of the bequeft. 


The MATRIMONIAL RING. 
ee ring, at firft, according to Swinburne, was not of 


gold, but of iron, adorned with an adamant: The me- 
tal, hard and durable, fignifying the durance and profperity of 
the contract, ‘ Howbeit,”’ he fays, * it fkilleth not at this 
day what metal the ring be of: The form of it being round, 
and without end, doth import, that their love fhould circulate 
and flow continually. ‘The finger on which this ring is to be 
worn, is the fourth finger on the left hand, next unto the lirtle 
finger, becaufe there was {uppofed a vein of blood to pafs from 
thence into the heart.” 








Anfwer, by W. Zillwood, Funior, of Derchefter, to W. H.'s Rea 
bus, inferted Oftober 5. 


HE town ycu mean I did difcover 
To be that ufeful town called DOVER. 


\§] We have received the like anfwer from J. Field, jun. 
of Staverton; J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; J. Vurner, Lang- 
port; J. Gillard, South Molton; N. Coles, junior, of Cre 
diton; and W. Goyne, of Lifkeard, 





Anfwer, by T..D. of Staverton, to the Rebus inferted Ofober 12. 
HE CAMEL is the beaft you mean, 


As in your lines is plainly feen 

tit We have received the likeanfwer from J. Field, jun. 

of Staverton; and T. Taylor, of Lifkeard, 
> 


Vou, XXVIII, 677. Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by WW. Goyne, of Lifkeard, to T. Taylor’s Enigma, inn 


Jerted Oftober 12, 


H’ originof a GUINEA you difplay, 
Hopeful I am that I do not miflay. 


§*§ We have received the like anfwer from a youth of St, 
Hillary; and T. D. and J, Field, junior, of Staverton, 





An ENIGMA, ly T. D, of Staverton, 


Momentary fpace, ye bards attend, 

While in difguife I place a ufeful friend; 
Ufeful I’ve been, as all mankind will fay, 
From the creation to the prefent day. 

When Adam firft began to dwell on earth, 
Then I came forth, fo ancient is my birth. 
Great power I have, as all men will agree 5 
They by my aid the greateft myfteries fee; 
Myft’ries obfcured by oblivion’s night, 

By my affiftance oft are brought to light. 

But mark, ye gents, how oft mankind miftake, 
And for my fubftitute opinion take ; 

Great is my contraft, which you'll quickly fee, 
When you have drawn the veil away from me. 
And know, vain mortals, when I lend my aid, 
The ufetul arts are oft more ufeful made. 
Great Newton! vers’d in philofophic lore, 
Did by my aid the planets’ orbs explore ; 

And form’d a fyftem on a baiis true, 

Which no philofopher but him could do, 

He fearch’d o’er nature, and her Jaws difplay’d, 
Which he could ne’er have done without my aid, 
Immortal Shakefpear too I did affitt, 

Whofe valu’d works for ages will exift ; 

No poct furely will my pow’r difown, 

Which you'll allow when the difguife is drawn. 


\t] Our Correfpondents are requefted to abferve that it is ex 
petted they fauld pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that ater 
wife they will not fee what they fend inferted, 
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ODE. fr the NEW YEAR, 1796. 
Henry James Pye, E/7. Poet-Laurcat. 


HERE is immortal virtue’s meed, 
Th’ unfading wreath of true renown, 
Beft ecompence by Reaves decreed 
For oll theca res cl iat wait a Crown; 

If indvitry, it! h anxious zeal, 

Still anxious o” er tl he public weal; 

If equal jut {tice awful ar “mM, 

Temper’d wy mercy’s tet raph charm, 

Aie ineffectual to aifuage 

Remorfelefs faction’s larpy rage ? 
Bat the fell demons, urg’d by He ell? s beheft; 
Threatea, with frantic arm, the royal patriot’s breaft. 


Yet not, Imperial. GeorGe, at thee 
Was the rude bolt of malice {ped, 

Ev'n fiends that Crown with rev’rence fee, 
Where virtue confecrates th’ anointed head— 

No—at thy bofom’s fonde ft claim, 

Thy Britain’s peace; their fhafts they aim; 

Pale envy, while o’er half the world 

War's bloody banners are unfurl’d, 

Beheld our coafts from ravage free, 

Protected by the guardian = 

Where commerce {preads golden ftores, 

Where fleets waft sommes to our fhores; 

She faw, and fick’ning at the fight, 

With’d the fair profpects of our hopes to blight, 

Sought out the objett of our dearelt care, 
Found where we mot could feel, and tried to wound us there, 


The broken fhaft that coward malice rear’d 
Shall to thy f ame etern: al luitre give, 
Infcribe on hitl’ry’s page thy name rever’d, 
And bid it there with endlefs blazon live. 
Mig there our ions’ remotelt race 
In deathlefs oe l trace, 
How Britain’s baffled foes proclaim’d their hate, 
And deem’d her Monarch’s life the bulwark of the itate. 


Now ftri'se a livelier chord—T his happy day, 
Selected from the circling year, 
To celebrate a name to Britain dear, 

From Britain’s fons demands a feftive lay. 
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Mild Sov’reign of our Monarch’s foul, 
Whofe eye’s meek radiance can controul 
"The pow’rs of care, and grace a thronc, 
With each calm joy to lite domeflic known. 
Propitious Heaven has o’er thy head 
Bloffoms of richer fragrance thed 
‘Than all the affiduous mufe can bring; 
Cull’d from the honey’d ftores of {pring : 
For fee, amid wild winter’s hours 
A bud its filken folds difplay, 
Sweeter than all the chalic’d flowers 
That crown’d thy own ambrofial May. 
Oh may thy {miles, Bleft Infant, prove 
Omens of concord and of love, 
Bid the loud ftrains of martial triumph ceafe, 
And tune to fofter mood the warbling reed of peace! 
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May, 1795. 
ELIGHTFUL feat! from giddy tumult free; 


Free from the world’s exhaulting care ; 
Bid me thy tranquil pleafures fhare ; 
Oh! ftay my wand’ring fteps awhile with thee ! 


Here calm retirement ever loves to dwell ; 
Where, ftudious of her bofom’s eafe, 
Recklefs of foreign aids to pleafe, 

She reigns, lone goddeds of this humble cell. 


Oh Lefbia! Centreof my honeft heart ! 
Did chy celeftial prefence grace 
‘This peaceful, love-inviting place, 
Adieu to all my bofom's inward {mart ! 


No rude intruder here approaches nigh, 
Nocurious witnefs here, to prove 
The tranfports of our virtuous love, 

Unfeen, alike, by every mortal eyc. 


Here only gentle gales do mildly blow, 
Aud zephyrs figh upon the check, 
Vhat {eem in love-lorn {trains to fpeak, 
Sent trom the murmuring wave that rol!s below. 


But thou’rtaway! Then let me quit the {cene ; 

Quick let me pafs the filent glaae, 

And, funk in forrow’s deepeit fhade, 
Oh! let me weep to think fuch joys have been. 
CLERICUS. 
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